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aspects of aneurysm formation including epidemiology, blood
vessel mechanics, matrix synthesis, in vivo models of aneurysms,
potential etiology, and pharmacologic treatments. Current theo-
ries to explain aneurysm formation are numerous, but may be
divided into those espousing mechanical failure, excessive prote-
olysis, infection, or autoimmune causes. The central theme
throughout the text is that aneurysms are considered to be a com-
plication of atherosclerosis and a manifestation of hemodynami-
cally induced bioengineering fatigue. The arguments put forward
in support of this concept are persuasive and clearly elucidated in
four chapters, which account for 113 of the book’s 235 pages.
The chapter written by William Stehbens on the pathogenesis of
atherosclerotic aneurysms is particularly forthright and didactic,
while other chapters give excellent reviews of the mechanical
properties of the arterial wall and its structural proteins.
However, the focus on hemodynamic and biomechanical fail-
ure of the arterial wall means that other subjects are given rela-
tively brief attention. Rather surprisingly, given the direction of
much current research, there are no chapters on the role of extra-
cellular proteases in aneurysm development or on the genetic
basis of aneurysmal disease. These subjects are partially covered in
other chapters, but the reviews are by no means comprehensive.
Despite this, most aspects of aneurysm development are covered
in some detail. Given the rapid progression of research in
aneurysm biology, some key recent developments will inevitably
be missing, and there is no discussion of the implications of the
MRC small aneurysm trial or the use of MMP knockout mice.
Interestingly, the format of the book may allow annual
updating of the text. The publisher, Landes Bioscience, states that
a transition to Internet publishing is being made with the site
Eurekah.com. The chapters that comprise The Development of
Aneurysms will apparently be available as individual research
reports on this site and will be updated annually. The Web site is
unrestricted and free of charge. At the time of writing, there were
no papers from this text in the research report database, but this
presumably reflects recent publication.
This book is an excellent introduction to the underlying
mechanisms responsible for the development and formation of
aneurysms. It will be indispensable to any residents starting
research in this subject. Because of the book’s focus on etiologi-
cal mechanisms and basic pathobiology, the text will not appeal to
all clinical vascular surgeons. However, for anyone with an inter-
est in aneurysm formation, the book provides a summary of much
current research, although there is a heavy emphasis on mechan-
ical and hemodynamic factors.
Matthew Thompson, MD, FRCS
Leicester Royal Infirmary
Leicester, United Kingdom
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The Rush University Review of Surgery (third edition) is a
current review of general surgery and the surgical subspecialties
presented in a concise and comprehensive manner. Over 1800
multiple choice, matching, and true-false questions are each fol-
lowed by a focused comment section supplemented with biblio-
Color atlas of vascular diseases
C. Diehm, J.-R. Allenberg, K. Nimura-Eckert, F. J. Veith;
Berlin; 2000; Springer; 396 pages; $189.00.
When I initially perused this book, I was unimpressed by its
contents and thought that the subject matter was very elementary
and would not be very interesting to vascular surgeons. However,
when I began reading in more detail, I realized the information
contained was very valuable to anyone caring for patients with
vascular disease.
This book is unique in that it contains numerous (1035)
color photographs and other figures of common lesions in
patients with arterial and venous peripheral vascular disease. It
includes numerous angiograms that correlate with the pho-
tographs of vascular lesions. The text, by design, is brief in
explaining the pathology. It includes angiograms and pho-
tographs of common operations such as carotid endarterectomy
and aortic reconstructions. There is an excellent section on the
vasculitides complete with photographs of physical findings seen
in these disorders and a more complete yet concise description of
each separate disorder. Since these disorders are rather uncom-
mon, this book is a superb reference for those seeking to learn
more about these inflammatory vascular diseases. For example, if
the reader had read about but had never seen a “butterfly rash,”
there is a photograph of this finding and other unusual clinical
findings in this book. The extensive use of color photographs and
selected figures provides the reader with a rapid summary of the
clinical presentation of many vascular disorders. This atlas will be
especially valuable when demonstrating the clinical features of a
disorder to a resident or medical student in a concise manner.
This book’s major strength is its excellent figures and pho-
tographs that pictorially describe most of the major vascular disor-
ders. This will be a valuable atlas, especially for students and residents
as well as primary care physicians. It is also well suited for vascular
surgeons in teaching hospitals to use as a reference when instructing
students and residents. Its major weakness is its cost ($189.00) and
minimal provision of text description for the reader who desires in-
depth discussion of a specific vascular disorder. Overall, I found the
text surprisingly useful and highly recommend it, especially for those
involved in education as either students or instructors.
Richard Fowl, MD
Mayo Clinic Scottsdale
Scottsdale, Ariz
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The development of aneurysms
Richard Keen, Philip Dobrin; Georgetown, Tex; 2000;
Landes Bioscience; 235 pages; $99.00.
This book comprises a selection of review articles devoted to
the development and formation of aneurysms in general, with a
particular focus on nonspecific abdominal aortic aneurysms. The
text contains chapters from a number of authors prominent in this
field and is edited by Richard Keen and Philip Dobrin, who
together contribute to six of the 13 chapters. This strong editor-
ial presence means there is little overlap between chapters,
although inevitably this leads to a strong bias toward certain the-
ories of aneurysm formation.
The Development of Aneurysms contains sections on all major
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